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So  far  as  public  attention  is  concerned,  syphl.lis 
heretofore  ha?  been  i^'nored,  tren tr-d  contemptuous  Ly  .  But 
now,  due  to  •iyidespread  education  about  the  diseas-..  ,  public 
indifference  has  changed  to  intense  desire  for  action.  Lnd 
action  c-xi  be  provided,  for  measures  by  'vvhich  syphilis  can 
be  checKed  have  been  developed. 

Basic  factor  in  such  measures  is  treatment.  Since 
1918  thtre  has  been  in  existence  a  Stf-.tf-wide  system  of 
public  clinics  for  the  treatment  of  syphilis.    This  system 
has  been  greatly  expanded,  so  that  now,  vvith  most  areas  of 
the  State  covered,  the  problem  of  providing  proper  treatment 
is  well  on  the  road  to  solution. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  for  co-opercition 
with  the  private  physi.cians  of  the  State.     Means  of  prompt 
diagnosis  have  been  placed  at  their  disposal,  as  vrell  as 
drugs  needed  for  indigent  patients. 

Is  part  of  the  program,  the  State  now  has  a  corps 
of  nurses  for  special  contact  work  among  the  p:.tients  '.vho  . 
fail  to  receive  tlie  necessary  amount  of  treatme. nt  fro;n  privat 
physicians . 

Final  action  to  forge  an  unbreakable  chain  .'ibout 
syphilis  has  been  taken  by  th^  advisory  Bo  rd  of  the  pr nnsyl- 
vania  Health  Department.     The  Board  has  made  tarly  syphiiis- 
that  is,  syphilis  that  is  mainly  responsible  for  its  spread 
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reportable  throughout  the  State.    The  report  is  by  number 
only.    But  should  the  patient  with  early  syphilis,  vvho  is  n 
contagious  carrier,  neglect  to  continue  tre ::  traents ,  then 
the  name  is  reported.     An  investigator  visits  the  patient 
ond  urges  that  trcr.traent  be  continued. 

The  average  citizen  may  v/onder  v.-hy  such  t\n  in- 
tensive campaign  has  been  planned.     The  ';.noVver  is  that  at 
l-.'St  medic.-il  science  h"s  developed  methods  of  trer;tratnt 
through  \"hich  a  long-sought  goal  has  been  rer-ched. 

That  goal  is  the  cure  of  syphilis. 

Funds  for  the  campaign  have  been  made  'vo liable 
to  Pennsylvania  and  other  States  through  a  Federal  Act. 
Combined  vvith  State  funds,  they  '..re  being  expended  in  a 
fight  to  the  finish. 

Greatest  hope  for  success  of  this  nrtion-vvide 
program  is  found  in  the  fact  th'it  an  aroused  public  opinion 
is  behind  it.    As  the  public  learns  that  syphilis  can  be 
contrellcd,  thr.t  the  dr.mage  done  by  it  con  be  svertfd,  an 
6vcrgrov;ing  demand  for  this  control  has  devt.lope rl. 

Syphilis  ir,  bedng  attacked  in  Pennsylvania  along 
time -tried  public  heulth  lines.     In  public  h.-;:lth  vvorK,  the 
vital  procrc'iure  is  to  get  -it  the  soux'ce  of  the  contigLvjn,  to 
choke  off  the  sprecd  of  ^n  infection.     That  is  ~hy,  in  the 
case  of  typhoid  fever,  for  exaraplt,  ,  careful  examj.nation  is 
made  for  carriers  of  the  germ.     "V.here  did  it  come  from?" 
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is  the  question  v;hich  must  be  cnsv/ered  firct. 

Syphilis  fits  rerdiiy  into  any  public  he-ilth 
drnp'^.ign  because  these  same  public  health  procedures  can 
be  aoplied  to  it.     It  is  an  infection,  just  a-s  is  cold 
or  typhoid  fever.     It  is  even  easier  to  label  than  a  cold, 
hov;ever,  for  syphilis  is  caused  by  only  one  type  of  germ. 
Many  germs  are  blamed  for  the  common  cold,     /no  tho re  are 
specific  tests  for  syphilis,  tests  v/hich  point  unerringly 
to  it. 

This  situation  w/ould  be  valueless,  so  f'^r  as  eradi- 
cation of  syphilis  is  concerned,  if  medical  science  v/ere 
forced  to  stop  with  identif ic"i tion  of  the  carrier  of  syphilis. 

At  this  point,  modern  treatment  methods  dovetail 
neatly  into  the  campaign  against  syphilis.    lor  any  person 
in  tlie  carrier  stage  of  the  infection  —  with  open  sores  upon 
the  body — quickly  le^'ves  the  carrier  class  by  obtaining  the 
necessary  treatment.    And  by  the  same  action  the  patient  is 
started  upon  the  road  to  cure  of  the  disease. 

Since  the  cure  of  syphilis  has  become  attainable, 
it  now  is  necessary  to  improve  detection  of  the  iiif action  at 
the  earliest  possible  stage  of  the  invasion. 

The  public  can  be  of  great  assistance  in  this.  Lay- 
men cannot  be  expected  to  become  diagnosticians  of  the  dise-:se, 
but  at  the  same  time  they  should  be  more  alert  to  the  possibil- 
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ity  of  its  presence  -.n.-l  the  iced  of  seeking  raedic^.i  advice-. 

The  reason  this  -'ftchfulness  is  necesn-^-rj"  is  be- 
c;-use  the  infection  of  sy  ohilis  dors  not  begin  with  dr*  m:  tic 
or  devn  ctreting  symptoms. 

Also,  it  moves  deliberi.tely,  which  .?dds  to  the 
difficulty  of  di:^ gnosis.    For  inst-nce,  the  first  sign  of 
its  inv-sion  does  not  ^vppes.r  usuiilly  until  tv/o  or  three 
weeks,  sometinies  longer,  ".ftr.r  tht;  infection  hcs  taken  place. 
By  the  time  this  first  sigri,  the  so-cv.llf.d  initi^-1  lesion  or 
primary  sore,  .^ppe.-^rs,  the  germs  of  syphilis  -ire  distribiited 
through  the  body.    LocpI  treatment,  th'  t  is  treatment  of  the 
sore,  is  of  no  vrluc  .?h:^.t£.oever ,  so  fnr  us  cure  of  the  infec- 
tion is  concerned. 

The  important  thing  to  realize  is  thrt  the  time 
when  the  primcrj-  sore  apper.rs,  even  before  the  various  blo^x? 
tests  for  syphilis  rre  positive,  is  the  luoGt  vital  time  st 
which  to  start  tre>it.mnt.    The  germs  hr-ivc  not  become  entrenched 
r/i'thin  the  body,  and  rre  more  essiiy  destroyed  by  proper  treatment. 

;?h£.t  is  the  prim'-u-y  e.orc?    /is  has  been  raid,  laymen 
caimot  be  exp)ect€4  to  m?^.ke  titc  flnsl  decision  on  any  given  le- 
sion.   But  laymen  must  give  physicians  the  opportunity  to  see 
any  suspicious,  slo?:-healing  sore — and  avoid  se If -treatment . 

The  initial  sore  of  syphilis,  appearing  long  after 
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infection  hss  occurred,  starts  rs  ■':  small,  painless  elevation 
in  the  .skin  -t  the  point  of  inoculation.    Tnis  m.y  be  on  ixny 
pfirt  of  the  body. 

Another  re--' son    hy  trtotiiient  is  --m  urgpat  ;a;"tU..r 
has  already  been  given.    It  is  the  f  -ct  thr-t  if  -i  patient  in 
the  e'lrly  stages  of  the  dise^ye,  ■■rith  thf.  primnry  sore  still 
present,  receives  tre-'tment,  he  no  loaf-;er  is  a  public  he  1th 
menace.    The  germs  of  syphilis,  r/iuch  normally  es-e  s-'varning 
in  such  sores,  c.iuic--<ly  diGaopcar  -/hen  tre^-tinent  is  started. 

That  means  the  pt-.tient  cannot  trraismit  the  iniection 
to  others.  However,  this  is  true  onl^r  if  i-egular  treatment  is 
received. 

Quarantine  of  infected  persons  i-  not  necessrr^.-,  so 
long       they  are  trented  properly.    The  patient  a-n  pinnae 
normal  activities,  not  .■■•Itcrina  in  the  least  the  daily  routine 
— if  proper  treatacnt  is  tahen. 

Tlie  blood  test  for  syphilis  1,?  not  positive  iianediate 
ly  upon  ;,ppc-srj..ncfc-  of  the  sere.    That  Is  n%  it  is  important 
to  get  an  apcurete  diagnosis  of  the  lesion— "The  darkf ielu. '■' 

Hope  of  c'ju'ing  syphilis  is  inverse jy  proportionate 
to  duration  of  the  disease.    That  is,  the  longer  the  inf^'-ction 
has  been  harbored,  the  less  chance  there  is  oi  affecting  o 
cure. 
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Vital  time  is  wasted  too  often  by  the  patient 
who  is  content  to  tre'^t  himself  when  the  primary  sore  appears. 
No  layman  can  be  expected  to  know  :»hen  a  sore  is  syphilitic 
in  origin,    i-v  physicl5n  is  the  only  one  capable  of  determin- 
ing that. 

Even  after  the  prime.r;^^  lesion  of  s-yphilis  has 
come  and  gone,  it  is  not  too  late  for  cmrative  treatment. 
'I'niile  the  idesl  time  for  ti-eatraent  iv'^  gs  e^irly  as  possible 
in  the  infection,  even  in  the  so-called  secondery  stage  .of 
the  dise-ise,  there  still  is  a.  reasonable  chence  of  halting 
the  invasion.     It  may  require  Ion^:er  trra.tment,  but  it  is 
by  no  means  a  time  to  gi"ve  up  ho,;^;. 

Secondary  jymptoms  of  syphilis  are,  like  the 
primarj'  symotome,  comparatively  meek  and  mild.    The  patient 
is  almost  never  overrheimed.    But  the  symptOins  no  longer 
are  localized.    Axjy  area  of  the  body  surface  may  be  involved. 

Approximately  six  ^veeks  after  the  initial  lesion, 
there  develops  in  the  mouth  Rnd  throat  cr  on  otnt r  mucous 
surfaces,  small,  flat  ulcers.    These  ulcers  are  svv.irraing 
^ith  the  germs  of  syphilis. 

.At  the  same  time  a  generalised  skin  r^ish  may 
appesr.    It  does  not  itch,  pnd  causes  little  discomj.ort .  The 
p?itient  may  have  slight  fever  and  feel  run  do^vn,  with  poor 
appetite  and  vague  digestive  trouble.    Often  the  muscles  ache. 
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i'.nd  glands  in  vo.rious  areas  of  the  bod^  btcome  3lit-;h.tly 
enlarged . 

That  is  the  second  v.-.-irxiin^  of  syphilis.    It  is 
not  dr.'j.matic  enough  to  bring  re"li"c:ti-.\a  of  tho  urgent 
need  for  treotm^nt.    But  it  is  i;.n  important  tiiar  for  tre-^t- 
ment  in  the  interest  of  both  the  infected  individu'.l  and 
those  vith  v.hom  he  comf  s  in  contact. 

Emphc'^sis  upon  syphilis  "ma  the  need  for  its 
eradication  is  extremely  veil  timed.    Valuable  infonaation 
concerning  syphilis  snd  its  variou;_.  mcvnif est.-tlons  h&e  i.e.- 
cumulated  for  several  centuries.    The  ciseise  hr-s  been 
indexed  and  cross-referenced  so  thoroughly  that  its  every 
move  can  be  anticipated,  if  the  patient  obtains  proper 
medical  advice. 

And  now,  v/ith  development  during  the  present 
century  of  S5>tisf -;ctory  means  of  tre--: tment,  the  '.vay  is 
cler>red  for  ?  successful  fight  against  syphilis. 

That  byphills  is  a  disease  of  grtct  -"nbJriaity , 
many  stucents  of  nedical  history  beiit  ve.    Eiblicc-l  ce~ 
j^criptions  of  various  mal.adiea  are  cited  a:;  fa.ithlal 
pictures  of  syphilis,  though  not  under  chat  n.-.-me.  i,nd 
Chinece  r;ritin2:s  before  the  time  of  Christ  discuss  a  disease 
which  could  not  have  been  anythin^^  Dut  syphilis,  sone  declare. 
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Hovifever,  the  first  modern  appearance  of  syphilis 
occurred  in  1495,  during  the  siege  of  Naples  by  King  Charles 
VIII  of  France. 

Amazing  deadliness  Tra.s  displayed  by  the  disease  at 
that  time,  at  least  as  compa,red  to  by  way  in  '^'hich  it  appear 
in  the  tvrentieth  century.  The  soldiers  of  King  Charles,  and 
especially  his  Spanish  soldiers,  were  infected  in  Ip.vge  num- 
bers, and  many  died  from  it. 

From  that  st:-rt  syphilis  spread  like  v/ildfire  over 
all  Europe,  still  v'ith  great  virulence,  causing  death  often 
^■fithin  a  fer-  ^veeks  after  infection  occurred. 

Source  of  the  terrible  plague  was  a  puzzle.  Some 
blamed  "humors"  in  the  air,  others  said  the  rainy  season  vras 

responsible.  Still  a.nother  group  insisted  that  the  sailors 
of  Columbus  brought  the  disease  back  to  Europe  from  the  New 
'^oTld  visited  in  1492. 

Syphilis  did  not  receive  its  name  until  15a0.  Un- 
til that  time,  it  \ms  knov.Ti  as  the  great  pox,  less  commonly 
as  the  French  disease  or  Neapolitan  dise5.se.    i'.fhatever  its 
name,  it  ^os  a  terrifying  disease,  and  frantic  search  'vas 
made  for  proper  medicines  -yith  vi'hich  to  combat  it. 

The  name  syphilis  wss  given  the  disease  by  the 
famous  poet  and  philosopher,  Hieonymus  Era castor.  ' 
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In      poem  ^^.rioten  by  him  in  1550,  the  inTecticn 
and  its  symptoms  descrinp-d  v/ith  greet  accavr.cy.  The 

poem,  entitled  "Syphilufi  sive  Morbus  ..  allicus,"  recited 
that  a  shepherd,  Syphilu?,  jjis  stricken  Y;ith  the  infection 
because  he  refused  to  pF.y  homp-ge  to  the  god  Apollo. 

Fracastor  included  in  iiis  poem  ini  a,ccount  of  the 
benefits  of  cert-- in  drugs  in  combating  syphilis.  Chief 
among  them  vas  mercurj'^,  '.vhich,  incidentally,  was  in  great 
populoirlty  as  an  antisyuhilitic  for  m:-ny  centiiries.  It 
is  still  used  to  sosie  extent,  bat  h.-.-s  been  l-^trgely  sap- 
pl^i-nted  by  n&tver  .^nd  more  effective  trr:-tment  methods. 

Had  syphilis  continued  in  the  terrifying  m.-3.nner 
with  which  it  struck  f^t  ^iaplen  in  1495 — or-jctic;dly  as  a 

new  disease — rnd  thence  tlircughout  Europe,  very  probably 
efforts  to  comb?t  it  would  hax'e  been  kept  up  more  vigor- 
ously.   HoTCver,  r.ith  the  passage  of  time,  it  lost  much  of 
its  spectaculrr,  prompt- icf-thder ling  qualities.    It  h^s 
been  s'lgg^sted  tL?t  e-ich  succeeding  gerer.'-tion  p.cq'i-^irrd  a 
certain  iimuiity  to- t lie  disease,  and  thus  leL;scned  its. 
early  virulence. 

In  .-;ny  event,  the  a-rly  inethcds  of  treatment 
were  not  tc  be  ir.prcved  upon,  so  f?,r  r^s  nejv,  more  efective 
drugs  were  concem'^d,  for  severc.l  hundred  yecr^.    It  vvf.o  not 
until  the  ec?.rly  cOth  century  that  more  definite  advance 
v-'GS  made  £g--jinst  it. 
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Then,  in  190E,  the  germ  causing  syphilis  was 
discovered.     Suspected  and  sought  after  for  so  many  ye'^^rs, 
it  was  found  by  Fritz  Sch?.udinn,  German  Biologist,  in  the 
secretion  from  a  syphilitic  sore.    A  pale,  moving  germ, 
corkscrew-shaped,  it  v'jis  named  Spirocheta  pallida  by 
Schaudinn. 

At  almost  tht  s&me  time,  the  blood  test  for 
syphilis — the  /fessermnrji  test — ivas  developed.  Perfected 
by  /iugust  Feul  von  Wassermann,  it  is  still  in  use  today, 
v.'ith  slight  modif icc  tion. 

Next,  in  1910,  Pnul  Ehrlich,  famous  German 
scientist,  g"ve  to  the  "vorld  a  true  Sijecific  for  the 
treatment  of  syphilis.    That  drug  vas  salv.'irsin,  an  arsenic 
preparation.    Arsenic  ?;as  found  to  have  great  destructive 
pov.'er  r gainst  the  germ  of  syphilis  vdthout  damaging  the 
body,    Salvarsan  (or  Arsphenamine)  is  still  usf^d  in  some 
clinics,  but  s  preparation  knov/n  as  nco-sali-arssn  (n"o- 
ajTsphenamine)  which  is  easier  to  prepare  for  intravenous 
injcvction,  has  taken  the  lead.     It  and  other  arsenical 
preparations  are  used  routinely  in  all  treatment  01  syphilis. 

Unfortun.'itely,  T.-hen  ^^rsphenamine  ^^f:.s  developed,  it 
v;as  believed  that  oaly  one  injection  rag  needed  to  cure  syphilis. 
Fhrlich  believed  that,  and  the  medical  profession  accepted 
his  conclusion.    Time  ^y2s  to  s'lo':;  that  this  vt-as  a  grievous 
error.    For  the  opinion  of  Ehrlich  ^ac  accepted  by  the  .aublic 
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also,  and  persists  even  today. 

Trefitnent  of  syphilis  is  not  a  one-iiijection 
matter,  nor  even  a  ten  or  fifteen-injection  raatter.  /: 
sotisf '•ictorT,'-  course  taken  eighteen  months  to  t^vo  years, 
under  the  careful  guidance  of  a  competent  physician. 

P'hrlich  •  £  contribution  to  the  treatment  of 
syphilis  was  "-vithout  doubt  the  ruost  important  single  ad- 
V(?.nce  against  the  disefsse  since  the  ancients  ler.rned  of 
the  value  of  mercuiy  in  halting  the  inroads  of  syphilis. 
Preparntions  such  -as  ne oar sphena mine  <ire  vitrei  factors 

in  the  present  campaign  against  syphilis.    Modern  physi- 
cians use  other  drugs  in  conjv^.iction  ':ith  neoarsphenamine 
of  course.    Chief  amon^  these  is  bisitruth. 

Losf-  of  the  prominent  position  once  held  by 
mercur;,'  in  the  tre^'tment  of  syphilis  vvos  due  chiefly  to 
the  introduction  of  bismuth.    This  dx-ug  vnd  cne  of  the 
ctrsenicals  form  the  sprorhead  of  the  lepartnent.  of  Health's 
attf.cl-c  on  syphilis. 

Use  of  them  reuuirrs  vei*y  crreful  supervision, 
end  it  is  cbviotu';  th.it  a  patient  ^dth  ^^]y2.1s  should  not 
conridcr  fcr  a  r.om:rt  th;\t  :;:eir-treatra£-it  -^xll  suffice.  Ho 
one  bUb  the  cc"-5rjeW;t  ph^'-^ician  can  jxxtge  "the  putlent's  con- 
dition at  any  given  stage  of  the  tre-vtaeiit.    Mo  o^t  out 
the  physician  should  inaSce  the  all-important  decisions  as  to  the 
need  of  further  treatment,  perhaps  a  change  in  trrataent. 


Of  vit'Al  Importance  if?  the  f-:>:ct  that  during  a 
course  of  e-^rly-  tre?-. tmcnt  there  should  be  no  rf  st  periods. 
The  patient  inust  iirlo  the  aoctor  11      ciir-e  is  to  be  expect- 
ed.   The  way  in  'vhich  the  patient  Can  help  most  is  to  laske 
a  firm  resolve  not  to  skip  treritaent  und  to  follovv  through 
all  instructions  rcligiouslj'. 

Ravages  T-;T0Ught  by  syphilid  in  ito  later  stages 
?-re  being  brought  forcibly  to  public  attention  •^vlth  the 
hope  that  there  Till  develop     reali:LC.tion  th'jt  sj^phi.iis 
must  be  trer^.ted  properly,  b^'      competent  phyGicim,  in  its 
e::rly  &t"-ges.    Only  in  thr^t  "^'^Z'  cr.  n  the  terrible  effects 
it  hns  upon  its  victims  in  later  lift  be  '.verted. 

In  the  tcrtin.r;,-  stage  of  syphilis,  the  vital 
organs  corr;'  the  brunt  of  the  attack.    It  vvill  be  rec-i±].ed 
that  signs  of  the  primcrj'-  and  secondary  st-iges  !?pre  chiefly 
external ,  in  large  part  limited  to  the  Dkin.    But  in  the 
tertiary  st"ge  the  germc:  of  syphilid  may  also  becoTie  deeply 
entrenchei'd  in  the  hee^rt,  the  liver,  the  blood  ve>sscls,  and 
the  brain. 

Of  course,  the  vital  orgavis  i'.re  visited  e^riy  in 
a  syphilitic  infection,  bat  prompt  treatment  prevents  the 
germs  from  setting  up  permanent  residence  there.  HoY.-yer, 
after  they  h'ive  gro'm  -Jnd  aulti piled  for  ten  or  fifteen  ye'?.rs 
in  the  heart  muscle,  for  example,  much  perranent  daciage  hcs 
been  done. 
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Alvi'ays  the  refaction  o.'"  body  tissue  to  the  presence 
of  syphilis  germs  is  to  produce  fibrour.  tissue-CjC^r  tissue, 
jvhen  scar  tissue  forms  in  the  heart  rautscle,  naturally  the 
efficiency  of  the  heart  in  cat  dovjn.    The  rauccle  that  is 
hampered  hj  scar  tissue  must  r.orlc  hiirder.    And  inevitsbly 
the  life  expectancy  of  such  a  heart  is  reduced. 

Similar  re^ctionvS  t'\e  pi:  ce  in  other  vital  or- 
gans.   They  .'car  out  i;-.ooncr — nc-  tht.n  the  a  lijns  of  syphilis 
begin  to  disturb  the  pi.tic.nt,  send  hia  to  his  physician. 

Further  damage:  c;.:.n  probably  be  averted.    But  cam- 
age  already  done  c'^nnot  be  repaired.    Th.'^t  is  the  traged;/  of 
tertiary  syphilis.    And  that  is  the  reason  zhe  person  'vith 
e^rly  syphilis  Must  not  take  the  disease  too  lightly.  He 
must  look  ahead  twenty -yesrs — and  take  proper  trentment  at 
once . 

Most  am.'izing  of  rll  present-day  kiiov?ledge  regard- 
ing syphilis,  is  that  v,-hich  has  developed  in  regard  to  con- 
genital sj-philis. 

That  term  is  applie;d  to  syphilis  tr'Uicmtted  to 
the  infant  by  its  Liother  before  birth.    It  has  been  kno'?m 
for  some  time,  of  course,  thj^t  undfr  conditions  syphlli;^ 
presents  -  soae;'hat  different  picture. 

It  must  be  remembered  thtt   :hen  conge nit'-^l  cyphilis 
is  present  one  doe,-:  not  v^iee  the  uise;  .-e  in  its  e  -rly  stages. 
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The  chilD       inf  ect^  c  is  born  'r/ith  '.•h.^Lt  corresponds  to  the 
second •"'.ly  symptoms,  or  pci'hripo  even  lr;.ter  compliCr/.-tions. 
Cln.SwSical  descriptions  of  sue?;  chilc'ren  born  into  thia 
v.forlc.  'vith  bodies  s-.:arrainj  -ith  germs  of  syphilis,  have 
likened  their  sppe-^.rf'nce  to  that  of  a  v.lzened  old  man  vvith 
the  sniffle s.    Their  skin  in  puckered,  and  ofteii  large 
are^.E  of  it  peel  5iVvry.    Handicapped  as  they  are,  such 
childr-^-n  uGU'illy  c'ie  in  the  e^vrly  months  of  life. 

There  is  not  aiv.ays  the  picture  of  congenital 
.syphilis.    In  thosr  children  'ho  are  not  l-orn  as  "v/iar-ned 
old  men''  v/ith  the  florid  syrnptomE  of  cyphilis,  there  raay  be 
no  menifestritionc  of  the  cise;.'se  uxxtil  the  age  of  six  or 
.seven,  perhrrps  even  not  until  acolescence.    Though  tht  blo'c 
may  be  delpyed  that  long,  it  ULiually  is  delivered  Ydth 
crushing  violence.    Such  children  usually  fail  to  coiitinue 
raentri  and  physXcsl  drvelopment,  'md.  ultiniately  become 
burdeno  upon  society.    In  30iz.e  casee,  only  the  spe^,i?l  senses 
may  be  affected,  and  '^'eafness  or  biindnewss  o.evelops. 

ind  '-hile  ••-e  saust  realise  the  damrage  Through t  by 
fjyphilis  on  the  infemt,  it  rrpuyt  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
disease  is  f-ui  iGiportant  c^u,-;e  of  death  befort  %lm  child  is 
born,  or  ^^tillbirth. 

This  gloon^r  picture  can  be  changed  to  one  of 
brightest  hues  by  one  thing — tre-;-- tment  of  the  expectrnt 
mother. 


Gs.reful  stucu-s  of  the  nevicr  method  of  trrating 
congenital  syphilis  —  -oroventivc  trentrnent  Toald  he  a  better 
term — have  t.hov;n  its  arai:;2,ing  effectiveness. 

/.ccording  to  recent  surveys,  r.n  exnectjmt  mother 
r:ho  has  syphilis  has  only  one  chr.ncc  in  six  of  giving  birth 
to  :i  norm-xl,  fully-d.cvelop£<3  child  vvhich  presents  no  signs 
of  syphillG.    Bat  if  such  a  --omr'n  receives  proper  treatment 
for  her  infection  she  hr^s  close  to  100  per  cent  chance  of 
bringing  into  the  -^orld  ■■■  child  -'.'hich  T.ill  never  sho'.'T  the 
slightest  taint  of  syphilis,  r  child  vvhich  crm  become  a 
vylufcble  member  of  the  comaunity  r-\ther  than  a  burden  upon 
society. 

Th«t  f;.^ct  r:lone  is  sufficient  rrnson  for  emphasizing 
the  urgency  of  proper  treatment  of  every  expectant  mother  -vho 
is  infected  with  syphilis.    An  fidded  advr:.nt;^ge ,  of  course,  is 
the  fact  that  t^o  lives  v.re  being  gu'^rde;d  by  such  trej-tment, 
since  the  mother  herself  is  being  helped  along  the  road  of  re- 
covery* from  her  infection. 

such  cases,  proper  treatment  meaai?,,  os  is  al.vays 
the  case  vdth  syphilis,  er.rly  treatment.    Tre'^itment  i;fter  the 
fifth  month  of  expectancy  greatly  reduces  the  chmcc  of  the 
infant  escaping  syphilis.    Physicifins  feel  thr-t  action  r.hoald 
be  taken  as  early  as  possible.     Hot/ever,  treatment  in  the 
later  months  is  better  than  no  trsetment  at  all. 
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Most  hospitrl  clinics,  mort  r-ipecialists  end  most 
general  practitioners  no  /  rnv^ke  the  blood  test  for  syphilis 
e-rly  in  pregnrmcy,  for  forev/?^rned  is  forearmed. 

I'.'hile  syphilis  infection  is  customarily  divided 
into  tnree  stages,  F.omc  authorities  describe  a  foiirth  stage. 

From  the  aspects  of  public  hcilth  vjork,  ''-hich  is 
founded  upon  the  principle  of  checking  a  disease-  r.t  its 
source  —  in  other  x'ords,  tri-rtting  the  carriers  of  an  in- 
fection— this  fourth  stygt  is  rel';  lively  unimportruit.  ror 
by  the  time  the  victim  of  syphilis  hns  reached  th-t  stage, 
which  hr.  3  the  explciVT-tory  ti  tle  of  neurosyphilis,  or  syphilis 
of  the  central  nervous  systc^m,  there  is  verj-  little  likelihood 
of  any  other  person  being  infected  by  thet  patient. 

Syphilis  ho?  "burrov'^ed  in,"  so  to  spoak.    It  does 
not  manifest  itself  in  the  open  sores  foimd  in  the  prim.ary 
and  secondfiry  stages.    In  r.'ire  instances  tnere  may  occur 
v;hat  are  knorn  ps  relr.pslng  secondary-  lesions.    Then,  'vith 
open  sores  oiice  more,  the  patiexit  is  a  definite  public  health 
menfjcc, 

Another  j>eculiaritj  of  tht  syphilis  germ  is  demon- 
strated in  the  foui'th  stage  of  the  disease.    For  not  .?.il  of 
those  persons  infected  -nth  syphilis  ^nd  antreLted  -ill  ever 
develop  wsymotoms  of  centr'^l  nervous  system  involvement.  The 

late  stages  of  the  ciset.se  msy  be  concentr-'ted  in  other  vital 
orgo  ns . 
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Those  v.'ho  do  suffer  nervous  system  invasion 
deserve  all  our  sympathy.    It  ifi  th&y  v;ho  help  fill  our 
hospitals  for  the  insane.    And  all  becfr-use  they  failed  to 
take  proper  treatment  at  r-.  time  ?;he,..:  the  infection  could 
have  been  halted,  even  Vviped  out. 

Emphasis  upon  the  cost  of  a  disease  in  terms  of 
public  funds  or  personal  budgets  invariably  stimulates  a 
prompt  demand  for  corrective  action. 

And  when  it  can  be  shovai  thot  such  cost  c.n  be 
greatly  reduced  .and  future  costs  prevented  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  relatively  sfflc-^ll  sums,  then  the  demand  for  action 
\rill  become  even  more  urgent. 

Such  a  situation  exists  in  the  case  of  syphilis. 
For  years  it  has  imposed  a  tremendous  economic  burden  upon 
the  public.    Facts  and  figures  regarding  this  burden  have 
not  been  generally  knorm  until  vary  recent  years.    But  nov;, 
vdth  the  light  of  publicity  turned  upon  syphilis,  the  nation 
is  beginning  to  discover  v-hat  a  highwayman — ^as  v-ell  as  mur- 
Gerer — that  disease  a'7.s  b&en. 

Sj'-philis  is  not  just  en  occasicnul  disease,  trail- 
ing .-^long  in  the  tag-end  of  the  procession.    On  the  contrary, 
it  marches  at  the  front,  "ivith  r  record  of  being  twice  ;..s  preV' 
alent  as  tuberculosis,  four  times  as  common  as  di;:.hth:::ri;: , 
smallpox,  typhoid  fever  snd  infantile  prjra lysis  combined. 
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Admittedly,  syphiliG  is  not      dis'ibling  disease 
in  its  e-rly  stages.    It  is  unfortunntc;  that  such  is  the  case- 
--nd  especially  unfortunate  so  i^r  rs  imblic  health  -liras  ere 
concernod~f or  nn  indivicuc  1  seriously  ill  vovild.  be  more  prompt 
to  seek  medic?.!  "ttention. 

Syphilid  t'  ker:  its  greatest  tribute  from  the  public 
purse  and  the  pockets  of  privi;t£  citizens  in  the  middle  spen 
01  life,  the  most  productive  period.    Then  syphilis,  perhbps 
laughed  ;.t  or  ignored  c:t  the  time  of  origimil  infection, 
shoT7S  its  htnd. 

All  its  c:-a?ds  are  trumps,  its  relentless  gr-'isp 
t-kes  all  the  stokes,    f  or  the  individual  stricken  doi^/n,  there 
is  no  future.    Gtiniul  activities  are  gre-'tly  restricted  or 
stopped  entirely.    The  victim  must  depend  upon  v;hat  may  have 
been  saved,  or  other  incomes  in  the  f-r.raily  .uust  be  drown  upon, 
"ith  £ll  funda  exhausted,  the  ojily  tMng  left  iv^  a  State  or 
niunicipal  hospit:^.!,  suoported  by  the  public. 

There  "e  have  the  expense  accoant  of  sj^philis,  a 
drain  upon  f'-imily  refSources,  than  a  taji'pii'g  of  the  public  till. 

Other  d&ta..  hsvc  been  .?.ccuiau bated  rel^.tl'-e  to  the  cost 
of  syphilis.    For  exampl'?:,  recently  it  ^c.s  ef^timalod  that 
40,000  persons  die  everj^  year  in  the  Unite  a  Ct-.tes  from 
syphilis  of  the  beart  and  blood  vessels,     aith  each  Ticath 
representing  a  loss  of  -n^proximately  tv^enty  years  of  life, 
the  nation  is  robbed  each  year  of  productive  efforts  that 
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could  reason-ibly  be  expected  of  800,000  ye^rs  of  life. 

Another  important  factor  is  oyphilis  of  the  brr-in 
.•;nd  spinul  cord.    Recorded  dr/oths— Drobsbly  a  great  aesl  bo- 
lor-  the  actual  tot-:l — froa  syphilis  of  the  br&. in  are  put  ut 
4500  c  year;  from  syphilis  of  the  spinal  cord,  1100  a  ye:.-v. 
Fewer  yer.rs  of  life  arc  anticipated  by  the  time  this  form  of 
ayphiliu  develops,    but  even  so  it  is  estimated  th^'t  these 
tno  forms  of  the  disease  cheat  i'>mericans  of  100,000  Life  yenrs 
annually. 

And  even  ^  et  "'c  have  not  considered  the  cost  to 
families  and  Sto.tes  in  the  thousands  of  cases  vhere  death 
may  not  occur  for  mcnv  years.    Some  idea  of  that  is  given 
•vith  the  revelction  that  an  -rverage  of  18,700  cases  of  syphilis 
of  the  brain  are  under  treatment  ever^'  jevr  in  mental  institu- 
tions throughout  the.  United  States. 

That  -it  ie-xst  an  equal  nusiber  are  cired  for  in 
private  homes  is  not  imorobabli  .    And  in  all  such  c-sses  the 
loss  is  a  double  one  in  ijicbility  to  perform  gainful  ?.ork 
combined  T.lth  the  cost  of  support  and  medic;;!  care. 

BaiSf*.  ts  is  the  Penn^^yiv-unia  Depfxttaent  of  Health's 
syphilis  campeign  upon  entirely  pi-acticel  aspects  of  the  di.sease 
it  sTould  seem  that  there  en  be  nothing  bat  success  for  it.  It 
is  concentrated  upon  early  syphilis.    At  that  st.'ige  of  the  in- 
fection, hope  of  cure  is  greatest  if  proper  treatment  is 
carried  out.    And,  at  the  time,  the  spread  of  syphilis  is 
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cut  off,  the  pntient  is  not      menace  to  others  in  hi;:  com- 

r 

munity , 

Eevelopment  of  thif"  plan  hv.s  re  suited  in  expansion 
of  the  State  clinic  system.    State  labor;; toiy  se^rvice  is  pi-o- 
vicicd  for  exr.rainrition  of  blood  and  ''d.;-rkf isid"  specimens  for 
indigent  patients. 

Y.ide  distribution  of  arugs  for  tr  .''traent  of  syphilis 
hRS  been  provided,  so  that  xiovv  there  j.s  nov?  a  private  ph^'sici-fin, 
not  £i  clinic  in  the  Sti'te  bat  cnn  obtrin  these  drugs. 

The  need  for  h  method  of  reporting  syphili.s  h-jitj  been 
met.  Finally,  a  merans  of  follo'-lng  up  delinqa(:nt  patients  and 
returning  them  to  treatment  is  in  oper;'tion. 

Pennf5j.^lvaEia  has  .vorked  long  and  hfird.    Not?  it  should 
rei'-.p  the  f raits  of  itp  efforts! 
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